
End sales of petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030 
– Response to the Office of Low Emission Vehicles 

Consultation 



The phase out date should be no later than 2030 

• The UK has an existential and immediate need to 
reduce emissions to combat climate change. The 
largest emitting sector is currently surface transport, 
and while reducing car use will be important, the 
majority of emission cuts in this sector will come from 
a rapid switchover to electric vehicles. Therefore, the 
earliest possible technically feasible and societally 
acceptable phase out date must be implemented.  

• A 2030 ban has been highlighted by multiple 
organisations as the earliest such date, including 
National Grid, the Committee on Climate Change and 
the National Infrastructure Commission and should be 
adopted. A 2030 ban will reduce emissions twice as 
quickly as a 2035 equivalent.   

• There are multiple economic benefits to earlier 
adoption of electric vehicles, with over £30bn in 
benefit compared to the current 2040 target.  
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What should be phased out 

• The government is correct in including plug-in hybrid 
vehicles in its assessment. The 2030 ban should 
extend to all petrol and diesel cars and vans, and 
include any variable of these that involves using 
petrol and diesel in a  combustion engine. Hybrid 
vehicles risk breaching long term emission goals, and 
lack many of the benefits of Battery Electric Vehicle 
(BEV) counterparts.  

• Other sources of surface transport, such as HGVs and 
buses, are not at a sufficient stage of development to 
give a clear indication of when a phase out date would 
be suitable. We encourage the Department for 
Transport more widely to accelerate development and 
deployment of these alternative vehicles in the future.  
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Impacts on sectors and society - environment 
• Despite a net zero emissions target for 2050, the UK is still set to miss 

its 4th and 5th carbon budget targets. A 2030 ban on conventional 
vehicles reduces emissions twice as quickly as a 2035 date, and 
alleviates pressure on harder to treat sectors such as aviation. The 
power sector will receive increasingly limited emission cuts across the 
2020s as coal and CCGT generation decline. The surface transport 
sector is also the largest offender for greenhouse gas emissions, at 
23% of the UK’s in 2018. A rapid rollout of BEVs could reduce 
emissions faster across the 2020s than any other mitigation measure.  

• Both NOx emissions and PM10 could be reduced 68% in 2030 under a 
ban by the same date, a 25% faster reduction than the 2040 date, 
reducing health costs by £300mn by 2030. Air pollution today is 
responsible for 40,000 early deaths annually from exacerbated health 
conditions.   
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Impacts on sectors and society – economic/technical 

• National Grid have stated that the UK grid could transition as easily to a 
2030 ban as a 2040 one, and would actively support a 2030 ban as it 
gives greater clarity.   

• A more ambitious transition to electric vehicles would reinvigorate the 
British car industry. The UK is currently the largest manufacturer of 
batteries for electric vehicles in Europe as well as being the fourth largest 
car market, having an existing lead over other markets.   

• A 2030 ban saves the economy more than a 2035 or 2040 ban, up to 
£20bn, and adds an additional £7bn to the economy directly.  

• An additional £2bn can be saved in reduced oil imports, cutting them in 
half and adding to UK energy security.  

• Integrating smart charging of BEVs, can bring active benefits to the 
electrical grid, peak shaving and adding £1.7bn in benefit. This can also 
help manage variable renewable power.  

• The automotive industry forecasts business planning for new car models 
on a timescale of 5-8 years. An earlier ban gives the industry greater 
clarity on the direction of the sector, and can be more easily integrated 
into existing planning.  
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Impacts on sectors and society – societal 

• BEVs already have lower lifetime costs than conventional 
models. They will also be cheaper to buy upfront for 
consumers by 2025 at the latest, making them the 
economically rational option well before 2030. 

• Public reaction to BEVs are generally positive, with 82% of 
the public stating electric vehicles have advantages over 
conventional vehicles.  

• Over 100,000 UK based jobs could be in electric vehicle 
production by 2030 if the ban is brought forward. In a 
competitive market, the earlier the UK takes initiative on 
BEV production, the more jobs will be created in the UK 
rather than offshore. This allows opportunity to expand 
existing production facilities, and create jobs in deprived 
regions of the country with new manufacturing facilities.  

• Fuel costs will fall with BEVs, with consumers spending up 
to six times less on fuel, allowing greater mobility and 
adoption of electric vehicles.  
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Impacts on sectors and society - policy 

• Ireland, Sweden and the Netherlands have introduced 2030 
bans on conventional vehicles, and larger markets such as 
Germany, China and India all have consulted on similar 
bans. The UK would be the largest market to implement a 
2030 ban, and would take a major international leadership 
role in clean transportation if it acts immediately.   

• This would strengthen the UK’s position at COP26, in 
addition to the UK’s role as a founder of the Driving Change 
Initiative and the Birmingham Declaration on Zero Emission 
Vehicles.  

• Domestically, over 80% of the UK is concerned about 
climate change, more than ever before. With the transport 
sector the largest emitting sector, drastic cuts to surface 
transport emissions are the most ambitious steps the UK 
can take in tackling climate change at the current time. 
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Barriers to achieving goals 

• Scaling up manufacturing of electric vehicles from current low levels is the biggest 
barrier. Wait times for fleet vehicles for example can be months or years. If the UK 
is reliant on imports and/or cannot produce enough vehicles domestically, there 
could be major supply issues. The UK also must take an early lead to expand both 
production and employment to keep vehicle manufacturing jobs within the UK. 

• Political risk could breed scepticism -  a similar effort to implement a 2030 ban in 
the Road to Zero strategy was attempted in 2018, so this ban will require clarity. 
Misleading information about BEVs could fuel public scepticism about the timescale 
of the phase out.  

• Charging infrastructure has not kept pace with vehicle adoption, and if this 
continues this will lead to slow BEV uptake and cement range anxiety. Technical 
failures of chargers, or an insufficient number of a specific variety such as rapid 
chargers, will also reduce consumer interest.  

• While National Grid supports a 2030 ban, grid reinforcement and the management 
of smart charging are essential across the 2020s. If this fails to keep pace with the 
uptake in electric vehicles, there can be some risks to the electrical systems, 
requiring investment in the electrical network at all levels.  

• If supply of rare earth minerals such as lithium is disrupted, this could increase 
prices for raw materials in batteries and reverse their increasingly favourable 
economics.  
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Measures required 

• The 2030 ban must be more binding than the 2040 mission. This could be through amendment 
to existing legislation, such as the Electric and Autonomous Vehicles Act. Combining this with 
mandatory sales targets for BEVs for every automotive company, with these increasing every 
year until 2030, provides intermediate incentives. Companies should be encouraged to submit 
roadmaps on how they will meet the 2030 date.  

• BEVs will be less expensive than conventional vehicles by 2025 latest, but fiscal incentives for 
BEVs must continue before this. The Plug In Grant should increase beyond the £3,000 cap for 
BEVs if uptake is slow, and it should extend to 2025. VAT should be cut for electric vehicles, 
which SMMT estimates could save £5,600 per vehicle. BEV production facilities, such as 
‘gigafactories’ should receive tax relief, as successfully used in Hungary and Poland. Expanding 
existing facilities can switch jobs from conventional to electric vehicles, and new facilities can 
boost growth and jobs in economically deprived areas.  

• Yearly targets for public charging infrastructure should be implemented alongside BEV sales 
targets, with separate targets for rapid and ultra-rapid chargers on key routes. Universal 
standardisation of charging payment expands charging for the average consumer and quickly 
reduces range anxiety.  

• The government must source the required investment  for grid reinforcement, and align 
regulatory requirements for smart charging wherever possible.  

• A long term strategy for battery material procurement and strict recycling should be 
introduced, with fiscal incentives similar to production facilities. Materials from unethical 
practises must be eliminated, such as cobalt from the Congo basin.  
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To discuss this evidence submission further, please contact 
Chris Friedler, Lead Campaigner at DecarboniseNow at: 
contact@decarbonisenow.com 
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